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Edict of Restitution, 1669 
 
 
 
 

We, Ferdinand, by the grace of God, Holy Roman Emperor, etc., are determined for the 
realization both of the religious and profane peace to dispatch our Imperial commissioners 
into the Empire; to reclaim all the archbishoprics, bishoprics, prelacies, monasteries, hospitals 
and endowments which the Catholics had possessed at the time of the Treaty of Passau 
[1552] and of which they have been illegally deprived; and to put into all these Catholic 
foundations duly qualified persons so that each may get his proper due.  We herewith declare 
that the Religious Peace [1555] refers only to the Augsburg confession as it was submitted to 
our ancestor Emperor Charles V on 25 June 1530; and that all other doctrines and sects, 
whatever names they may have, nit included in the Peace are forbidden and cannot be 
tolerated.  We therefore command to all and everybody under punishment of the religious and 
the land ban that they shall at once cease opposing our ordinance and carry it out in their 
lands and territories and also assist our commissioners.  Such as hold the archbishoprics and 
bishoprics, prelacies, monasteries, hospitals, etc., shall forthwith return them to our Imperial 
commissioners with all their appurtenances.  Should they not carry out this behest they will 
not only expose themselves to the Imperial ban and to the immediate loss of all their 
privileges and rights without any further sentence or condemnation, but to the inevitable real 
execution of that order and be distrained by force.  
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