
The Munich Putsch/The Beer Hall Putsch  By 1923 Hitler was the leader of the Nazi Party. With inflation running high, Hitler thought the time was ripe for his party to seize control in Ger-many. With a group of ex-soldiers, including a war time air ace Hermann Goring, and Field Marshall Ludendorff, the Nazis plotted to seize control of Munich, the capital of Bavaria, and then stage a march on Berlin.  It was a disaster. The plotters had not planned things carefully enough and Hitler lost his nerve. He spent most of the crisis making speeches to his own supporters in a beer hall. When Ludendorff finally persuaded him to lead a march through the streets, the police fired on the marchers and Hit-ler and the Nazis ran away. Two days later Hit-ler was arrested.  Hitler received a five year prison sentence for the Munich Putsch, but prison was very com-fortable and he was let out after serving less than a year. He spent the time writing a book about his ideas - Mein Kampf. Hitler promised people what they wanted  The Weimar Republic appeared to have no idea how to solve the problems of the De-pression. The Nazis on the other hand promised to solve the problems. Hitler promised most groups in Germany what they wanted. Hitler used the Jews and other sections of society as scapegoats, blaming all the problems on them. To Germans at the time Hitler made sense, he united everyone by providing explanations for Germany's problems.  People in Germany were tired of their poor quality of life. Hitler promised to make Ger-many proud again - it was ex-actly what people wanted to hear. Hitler pledged something for every part of Germany soci-ety: 

'I'm beginning to comprehend, I think, some of the reasons for Hitler's astounding success ... He is restoring pageantry and colour and mysticism to the drab lives of twentieth century Germans ... The hall was a sea of brightly coloured flags. Even Hitler's arrival was made dramatic. The band stopped playing. There was a hush over 30,000 people packed in the hall. Then the band struck up the Badenweiler march, a very catchy tune and used only, I'm told, when Hitler makes his big entries. Hitler appeared at the back of the audi-torium, and, followed by his aides Goering, Goebbels, Hess, Himmler and the others, he strode slowly down the long centre aisle while 30,000 hands were raised in salute ... In such an at-mosphere no wonder, then, that every word dropped by Hitler seemed like an inspired word from on high. Man's - or at least the German's - critical faculty is swept away at such moments and every lie pronounced is accepted as high truth itself.' 



The Assignment:  Using the information from this sheet create a propaganda poster to convince the Germany people NOT to follow Hitler and the Nazi party. 


